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acted ; for certainly there never lived a man in the world of more wit and judgment than himself. Amongst other things lie was saying how free he had been with the Duke of York in the point of changing his religion : for he had written to him, that except he became a Protestant, his friends would be obliged to leave him, like a garrison that one could no longer defend ; and that his highness's answer was that then his case was more desperate than he understood it to be before, for that he could not alter his principles. However, he doubted not but his highness would receive him with kindness (as lie did, and in truth had great reason to do), for it was his lordship's industry and arguments in the- House of Lords chiefly that stemmed the tide as to the Bill of Exclusion in that assembly.
March 18. We arrived before noon at Newmarket; that day I was presented to the Duke by my Lord Halifax, who was very kind to me in his expressions. I received an account there of my Lord Frescheville's being desperately ill, and my lord thought fit to put the King again in mind of his promise to me of the government of York, lest Sir Thomas Slingsby, who had a design to get that reversion (having bought my Lord Ereschcville's troop of horse some months before with that intent), should step in before mo, lie having just at that time brought up an address to his Majesty from the grand juries and the gentry at the assizes at York,in abhorrence of the association found in. the Earl of Shaftesbury's closet. My lord stayed there till the 26th. I lay in the same lodging with his lordship, and was presented to his royal highness by my lord, who, after great outward expressions of respect and kindness to his lordship, and a long private audience given him, received inc also very obligingly. The King was so much "pleased with the country, and so great a lover of the diversions which that place did afford, that lie let himself down Irom Majesty to the very degree of a country gentle-